
Island Explorers Camp Series

Summer 2021 Handbook

Session 1: June 28 - July 2
Session 2: July 05 - July 09
Session 3: July 12 - July 16
Session 4: July 19 - July 23
Session 5: July 26 - July 30
Session 6: August 02 - August 06

https://www.elevatelearningproject.org/summer-camps

https://www.elevatelearningproject.org/summer-camps


Welcome to Elevate
Welcome to Elevate Learning Project! It is going to be an exciting summer and we are
happy to have you as part of our community. We understand that you have many
options for summer camp and appreciate the trust you have put in us.

Our Mission
It is the mission of Elevate Learning Project to contribute positively to our community
through educational programs including a primary focus on kindness, peace, and
acceptance in addition to a rigorous academic curriculum.

Our Values
Elevate Learning Project is a community centered collaboration of educators,
community activists, entrepreneurs, and parents. By adhering to our core values, we
strive to develop kindness and empathy in our students.

Our core values include:
● Respect: For ourselves, each other, and our environment
● Individualized learning experiences for each student
● Providing opportunities to explore concepts and ideas in a variety of ways
● Contributing positively to the community

Drop O� and Pick Up
Drop off begins at 8:30am with camp starting promptly at 9:00am. Students arriving
early will work on quiet open-ended morning activities prior to being welcomed to
circle time. Upon arrival all students must enter the building through the front door.

Pick up will be in front of the building at 3:00pm. Parents will wait outside and a
teacher will bring the children outside to meet the parents. Any students not picked up
by 3:15pm will be billed $1 per minute beginning at 3:00pm.

Punctuality is extremely important for arrival and dismissal. If an emergency arises
please call or text the school cell phone number to talk with a staff member ASAP.
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Parking
Parking can be found on the street in front of the building or located behind the school.

Health Policy
We ask that you always assess your own child’s health before bringing them to camp.
No student will be admitted to camp for the day if they are exhibiting any signs or
symptoms of infectious disease.

If your child has any of the following symptoms that indicate a possible illness that may
decrease the child’s ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness to
others, they will not be admitted to camp:

❏ Temperature 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
❏ Sore throat
❏ New uncontrolled cough
❏ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
❏ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever
❏ Excessive continuous mucus
❏ Sudden and/or unexplained rash
❏ Excessive and uncontrollable itching

We also ask that all students have the ability to practice good hygiene including
covering their mouth when coughing or sneezing, blowing their nose appropriately, and
washing their hands.

If your child is diagnosed with an infectious illness (covid-19, flu, strep, lice, scabies,
etc) we would greatly appreciate being notified. Administration will work with you on the
best next steps for your child to return to camp. This will not result in canceling camp or
closing of the school.

Lunch/Snack
Students are expected to eat a healthy breakfast prior to arriving at school every day.
Snack will be provided by Elevate Learning Project and will be served at around
10:15am. Students will pack their lunches everyday.
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*Due to severe allergy concerns, we ask that you not pack lunches that include
nuts such as peanut butter. We use sunbutter as a substitute in the classroom.
Let us know if you have any questions.

Behavior & Discipline
Elevate promotes peaceful, collaborative behavior while honoring individual differences.
We use developmentally appropriate management techniques in the classroom.

Here at Elevate, we use a loving approach to discipline. Students are always treated
with  kindness and respect. Their feelings are acknowledged and accepted. Role
playing and our kindness curriculum will teach children appropriate ways to handle
various situations that arise. We focus on peaceful conflict resolution.

Incremental and appropriate consequences will be employed when necessary.
Aggressive behavior and fighting will not be tolerated. Teachers will work with the
student and parents to address any issues or concerns as they arise.

Bullying
Elevate Learning Project has a no tolerance policy for bullying. Any reports of bullying
will be investigated thoroughly. Any findings that bullying is occurring will result in
consequences ranging from suspension to expulsion.

Early Pick Up
If a student needs to be signed out early, advanced notification is preferred if possible.
Any student released prior to school dismissal must be signed out by a parent or
guardian or an adult who is listed in the student’s emergency information. We require
that all visitors provide a picture identification to ensure the safety of all students.

Emergency School Closings
In case of an emergency school closing, parents will be notified via e-mail, phone,
and/or text.
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Dress Code
Elevate Learning Project strives to create a comfortable and safe environment for every
child to learn. Part of this effort involves students’ clothing. Students will be active inside
and outside on a daily basis and must be comfortable for these environments. We will
often be exploring and digging in the dirt, the children will get dirty, so plan accordingly.
Students are to wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes to school every day. These will be
removed upon arrival and kept in a cubby for outside time. A pair of comfortable socks
will be required to wear while indoors.

Outdoor Tips/Requirements
Island Explorers is a summer camp program designed to ignite a sense of wonder and
adventure in children while exploring all that Daniel Island has to offer. We will be
spending mornings from approximately 9:15am - 12:00pm outside everyday exploring.
We will be hiking trails, climbing trees, exploring the riverfront and more.

Pottying in the Forest
While out on the trail, we will not always have access to a restroom. For these
occasions we bring a portable toilet. We will make the potty place as private as can be.
We will always bring bags and wipes. We strive to leave no trace in the forest.

Dressing Appropriately
Dressing your child appropriately is critical to your child’s enjoyment and comfort while
playing and learning outdoors. Appropriate gear is non-negotiable and essential to your
child’s participation for the day. Remember, this program spends the majority of the day
outdoors. Make sure you and your child understand and are comfortable with that.

Clothing and Gear Suggestions:
An insulated water bottle; preferably 12 oz.+
A lunch box with cold pack
Label all of your child’s clothing
Dress your child in clothes that can get dirty
Dress your child in clothes and comfortable close-toed shoes that they can easily take
on and off by themselves
Your child will need a full set of change of clothes in a labeled Ziploc bag
No jewelry which can easily catch on limbs, vines, and play structures
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Water and Beach Day Wear
Children may wear their swimsuits under their clothes every day
Shoes, not sandals, will protect their feet. However, your child may bring a pair of
flip-flops to slip on after the beach.
Comfortable sun hat and sunglasses

Rain Gear
Your child is required to have this gear if it is raining or if there is a threat of rain:
Rain Boots
A lightweight raincoat with a hood or rain hat

Weather Considerations
We go outside rain or shine. We also keep a very close eye on weather conditions at all
times. If there is a threat of lightning or any other extreme conditions we will not go
outside. We also will stay inside if the temperature is expected to be to a heat index of
100 degrees or higher. The teachers always make sure that all students are drinking
water and have the appropriate sunscreen and bug spray applied as needed. They also
plan to go to areas with a breeze and available shade.

Attendance List and Cell Phones
At all times, the teachers will have an attendance list with them with the full names of all
the children, an emergency contact number for caregivers and parents, and notations of
any allergies and any other medical conditions.

All teachers and assistants will have working, fully charged cell phones with them at all
times. In the event that a 911 call is necessary, one teacher will remain with the children
while the other teacher steps aside to make the call.
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Summer Camp Checklist

What to bring:

❏ An insulated water bottle; preferably 12 oz.+
❏ A clean and comfortable pair of socks (we do not wear shoes inside the

classroom)
❏ A lunch box with cold pack (if needed)
❏ A full set of change of clothes in a labeled Ziploc bag
❏ Sunscreen
❏ Bug spray
❏ We will spend a lot of time at the waterfront park splash pad and at the beach

front. You can send your child with sunscreen on and a bathing suit on under
clothes each day.

❏ Rain gear if it is raining or if there is a threat of rain (rain boots, lightweight rain
jacket with hood or a hat)

We will be providing a drawstring sack that all supplies can be kept in when we are
outside so there is no need for backpacks. All other supplies will be provided by Elevate
Learning Project including a mid-morning snack. We have lockers in the classroom that
can be used by the students so they may leave their change of clothes, sunscreen, bug
spray, etc at school while they attend camp.

*Please see the Island Explorers Handbook for more detailed information

Summer Daily Schedule

8:30am - 9:00am Drop off
9:00am - 9:15am Morning Circle Time
9:15am - 12:00pm Outdoor Exploration and Learning
12:00pm - 12:30pm Lunch in the Classroom
12:30pm - 2:30pm Indoor Learning and Activities
2:30pm - 3:00pm Afternoon Story and Circle Time
*Schedule may change based on weather conditions
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Elevate Learning Project Contact Sheet

School Address:
250 Seven Farms Drive, Suite C
Charleston, SC 29492

Main Phone Number:
843-471-2180

Family Line Cell Phone (call or text):
843-940-6477

Adrienne Day
adrienne@elevatelearningproject.org

Stefanie Swackhamer
stefanie@elevatelearningproject.org
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